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deliberately to expound an ideal of life, and justify
the ways of God to man.    And Milton gave the prin-
ciple in his famous saying, that he who would write
well hereafter of laudable things must be himself a
true poem.    Yet men equally great have impressed
readers by their apparent indifference to such con-
siderations.    They accept the  new commandment
which, as Emerson tells us, the Muse gave to her
darling son, " Thou shalt not preach ".   Shakespeare
and Scott did not consciously and deliberately write
to set forth any ideal; they even wrote, more or less,
to  make  money;   they  were  magnificent   opulent
geniuses, who poured out their imaginative wealth
liberally and  spontaneously, without a thought of
any particular  moral,  simply because their minds
were full to overflowing of great thoughts and vivid
images, which they diffused as liberally as the rose
gives its scent.    Are we to say that they were wrong
or morally inferior, even if artistically superior, to
those who wrote, like Milton or Dante, with a more
definite aim ?   Must I condemn Scott because he did
not write, like the excellent Miss Bdgeworth, or even
like  Dickens  in  some  of   his   stories,   to   preach
consciously that honesty is the best policy, or that
selfishness is a vice; and, if so, must I not condemn
a  man from  whom   I   have  not  only received an
incalculable  amount   of   innocent   enjoyment,   but